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out demur. It did not seem to occur to them that such a
sound could be anything but supernatural. I had often
before heard of the Rub* al Khali as being infested with
Jinns, but this was our first encounter with its spiritual
denizens.

The morning broke cold, grey and very hazy with a gentle
north breeze as we resumed the march. From time to time
we came upon more signs of Oryx, and the dune ranges,
lying uniformly north-east to south-west, seemed to be
getting higher and steeper and softer, dropping southward
like spent rollers of an ocean. It was a dull, dreary, dead
country of sandy valleys, about a mile wide, between the
waves with scanty, parched shrubs of Andab and Alqa, Abal
and Hadh, and tufts of BirTcan as we approachedcAin Sala. It
was a very short march of only 15 miles in all, but we broke
it in the middle with an hour's halt. Almost the last of our
water was used up for coffee, and the last remnants of the
Maqainama camel were produced and grilled in the ashes to
make up for a feast day that had been both breakfastless and
dinnerless. The landscape now flattened out as seen from
the north and the ranges looked lower but their downward
dip was deeper. Slowly we approached the crest of a long
winding range and Salim, pointing downwards almost at
his feet, exclaimed: Look! 'Ain Sala! I looked down
into a great pit 200 feet below us and saw a patch of
rock.

For five days we had seen nothing but sand in a state of
perpetual flux, and there was something strangely satisfying
in the sight of rock. I dismounted to take in the scene while
the camels fetched a wide circuit to reach the entrance to
the hollow, which was completely surrounded by high
steep slopes of sand in horseshoe formation except towards
the south-west. A high point in the dune range immediately
above the pit must have been at least 300 feet above its
level but the ridge in general was from 50 to 100 feet lower.
A pair of ravens circled round to witness our arrival and
remained in attendance, though at a discreet distance,
during our sojourn of five days from February 10th to 15th.
Occasionally they even ventured into our camp during its